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Chol HaMo'ed Sukkot | [+ “+£<*A§"*8| "Intermediate Day of 
Tabernacles " 
Torah: Exodus 33:12-34:26 


Today is our final Parsha portion of the Torah for 
the year. The prophet Ezra timed the readings of 
the portions of the Torah to end on this day each 
year, to be followed with Genesis 1:1 next week. 
The Jewish Year ends with the Fall Feasts of Israel 
which culminate with Simchat Torah (Rejoicing with the Torah) today. Today we 
will examine several attribute of Moses' life. 


Rosh HaShanah - (The Head of the Year) - Yom 
Teruah - Feast of Trumpets started "The Ten 
Days of Awe". Those were days of reflection 
when we asked the Holy Spirit to reveal to us 
changes that needed to be made in our lives, and 
when we asked soberly that God would do a work 
in us and through us. 


10 days then pass, then 


Yom Kippur - (The Day of 
Atonement) - fell on last Saturday 
and we studied it last Sunday. It 
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sin in our lives. To do that, we learned that we agree with God (confess) that what 
we have done is sin and ask Him to cleanse us. He does so removing our sin as far as 
the east is from the west.2 


4 days then pass, then 


À y jt The Festival of Sukkot (Festival of Booths) then occurs. 
NLS SA You will notice that it is in the Hebrew name of today's 

ý (| portion. At this festival time the Israelites moved into 
booths/tents. It reminds us that our walk on this earth is 
temporary. This world is not our home, we're only passing 
through. In addition it reminds us that God provides a 
covering and a hedge over the life of every believer. He did 
so for Moses, and He does so for us. 


8 days then pass, then 


Simchat Torah (Rejoicing of the Torah) 
occurred yesterday on the Sabbath. It is the 
day when Jews worldwide dance with the 
Torah. This marks the end of the annual 
cycle of reading the Torah. Oh Church, 
wouldn't it be wonderful if we would do 

i likewise and dance with the joy of the Lord 


in appreciation of His Word. 


Now let's take a look at Moses and at the marvel and wonder of God describing him 
as "Servant of God". We recall Moses' receiving of the Torah at Sinai and how God 
loved Moses, knew Moses intimately, and how God allowed Moses to see the "wake 
of God", but hid him in the cleft of a rock to so that Moses would not see the face of 
God which no man could survive. 


In Deuteronomy 34 Moses dies at the ripe old age of 120, and God Himself buries 
Moses on a mountain whose location is unknown to all men. Thus the year-ended 
started with a somber remembrance and today culminate in singing, dancing, and 

_ the ultimate reboot, restart, new beginning of another 
| year's walk through the Torah. 
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I think this week we will concentrate on several key 
pieces of scripture. First let's look at Moses' dialogue 
with God when he is up on Sinai. 


Exodus 33 

'TKHQ+HV DLG>ZLOOPDNHDOOO\JRRGQHVVSDVVEHIRUH\RX DQG,ZLOOSURFODLPWKH 
name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will 

KDY HFRPSDV VLRQRQZKRP,ZLOOK DY HFRPSD YX MRA DL G><RX FDQQRWVHHO\ 
IDFHIRUQRPDQV KDOOV HHOHDQGOAvdthe Lorn VDLG>+HUHLV DSODFHE\0OH 

and you shall stand on the rock. ? So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put 

you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. 7? Then I 

ZLOOW DNHDZD\0\K DQGDQG\RX VK DOOV HHO\EDFNEX WO\IDFHV KDOOQRWEHV HHQ¥ 


This is one of the most interesting passages in the Bible. It seems to give us more 
questions than answers. How did God cause His goodness to pass before Moses? 
How did God proclaim His name before Moses? What's going on here as Moses asks 
to see God and then God hides him in the cleft of the Rock? 


I think we must remember that Moses had already seen all of the goodness of God. 
He had seen God's compassion when the children of Israel were spared from the 
plagues in Egypt. He had seen all of God's goodness and power and might as 
Pharoah and his army were swallowed up in the Red Sea. Moses had spoken with 
God there on Sinai. Perhaps Moses was just yearning to know for sure that God had 
not abandoned Israel after the Golden Calf incident. 


You know we often see God do great things in our 

fc lives and then we forget about them over time. 

4 We become burdened by the cares of the day and 

ter mI | ee we wonder, "does God still care about me?" In 

ll Ill i ihe | | those times I find it is helpful to go back into your 

bib a Le & memory with your mind's eye and ask God to 
remind you of the great things He has done in 

your life. 
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Sometimes it becomes really hard to see if God is still doing anything in your life. 
Ask God to open the eyes of your heart so that you will have spiritual eyes and 
spiritual discernment. Moses might have seen a Christophony (appearance of 
Jesus), biblical scholars don't think so. The sages say that more interestingly, he 
might have just beheld God's glory with the eyes of his heart. When we open the 
eyes of our heart, we are open to see God moving and working in us and around us. 


Perhaps Moses was just looking for reassurance. Whatever the case, God safely 
guarded him in the cleft of a rock as God's glory passed by. In a brief moment he 
opened the eyes of his heart and got a glimpse of the great I AM. You know often 
God helps us to weather a storm and we don't see His hand and we don't remember 
His presence until the event is over. For example, we may not have seen God in 
Hurricane Harvey, but we could all see Him working in the hearts of the men and the 


3 The New King James Version. (1982). (Ex 33:19 23). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


women that reached out and rescued and comforted strangers who they didn't even 
know. 


Let's now move into our ending thought of today. Let's look at Moses' death and we 
can get a glimpse of the totality of his life. Remember that today is the day in the 
calendar when we end our reading of the Torah. Hence, I have chosen this passage 
in Deuteronomy as our last words of study as we end this year's Torah study. 


A S E RVAN PE 34 Then Moses went up from the plains of 


Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
Q) BE G © D which is across from Jericho. And the LORD 
iz ; showed him all the land of Gilead as far as 
Dan, ?all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim 
and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as 
the Western Sea, * the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, 
as far as Zoar. *Then the LorRD VDLGWR KLP 27ĶL We land of which I swore to give 
$EUDK DP,VDDFDQG-DFREV D\LQ] ZLOOJLY HLWWR\RX UGHV FHQGDQWV0,K DY HFDX VHG\F 
to see it ZLWK\RXUH\HV EX W\RXV KDOOQRWFURV VRY MobkebiKthiUsd Mant of the 
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. ĉ And He (God) 
buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his 
grave to this day. ’Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes 
were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished. * And the children of Israel wept for 


Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. So the days of weeping and mourning for Moses 
ended.4 


BY JOHN ADDISON 


We can't help but be a little sad as we look on this person whom God called the 
"most humble person on the face of the earth". We have been with him in his 
frustration as he did his best to love his people and take care of them. Remember as 
we passed through Exodus, at one point we saw Moses offer to have his own named 
blotted out of God's book if God would just spare the people.® This is a servant 
leader. Yes, Moses had lapses in leadership such as when he struck he rock. But this 
man Moses, is called by God Himself "the servant of the Lord". 


Can you think of any better description to be called than "a servant of God". Church, 
I don't know what you personally may need to do to be a better servant of God, but 
ask God today to open the eyes of your heart and to show you. 


Being a servant of God involves exchanging all of your wants and desires for His 
wants and desires. It involves a switch in emphasis. It involves a gaining spiritual 
eyes to see people and situations around you with God's perspective. 


4 The New King James Version. (1982). (Dt 34:1 8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
5 Numbers 12:3 
6 Exodus 32:32 


I think it's a process of just giving up a little more of yourself each day. It's 
beginning to realize that all of your time, talent, and treasure is His to begin with. 
It's a certain abandonment of your own priorties and agenda. As Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer said, "It's being willing to be interrupted by God". 


So how can you and I have the power to do this? How can we get out of the way and 
be interrupted by God? There is only one way. It is by receiving God's perfect and 
complete sacrifice of Jesus as the atonement for our sins. In doing so, we are 
promised the glorious indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. It is God's spirit that 
gives us the ability to have spiritual eyesight and the ability to follow Him faithfully. 
If you've never said yes to Jesus then please do so today. He is waiting for you, so 
that He can write you into the Lamb's Book of Life and to give you eyes to see and 
ears to hear so that you might know how He wants to live in and through you. 


OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART 


Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You (repeat) 

To see You high and lifted up, 

shining in the light of Your glory 

Pour out your power and love, as we sing holy holy holy 


Holy, holy, holy, Holy, holy, holy, 
Holy, holy, holy, I want to see You 


I want to know You, I want to hear Your voice, 
I want to know You more 

I want to touch You, I want to see Your face 

I want to know You more 


Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 
uniongrove362@gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 
Tel: 936-825-1227 


